H STORY OF

DRY CREEK CONGREGATI ONAL CHURCH

In Cctober 1933 the first business neeting was hel d
by the First Congregational Church of Dry Creek. A
constitution was adopted and the followi ng officers
were el ected: Deacons - J. H. Spears and Gus Col €;
Trustees - Lloyd Iles, Nelson Geen and Levi Robertson;
Clerk - Marshal E. Cole; Treasurer - Ms. E J. Mller;
Deaconesses - Ms. J. H Spears and Ms. CGus Col e.
Brot her Seth Baggett was the first pastor.

During the early years, The First Congregati onal
Church of Dry Creek was a nenber The Louisiana State
Associ ation of Congregational-Christian Churches. In
Novenber 1945, the First Congregational Church of Dry
Creek’s clerk, Ms. MD. Heard, wote to this
organi zation and requested that the church be granted a
dism ssal fromthe Association. At the Associations
neeting, it was noved by Rev. A O Wight, seconded by
Ms. Paul Leeds, and voted that letters of di sm ssal
from the Association be granted to the |Independent
Congregational Churches of Barnes Creek, Dry Ceek,
Reeves, LeBlanc and Lake Charl es Bi bl e Church.

A new corporation, "Southwest Louisiana Larger
Pari sh of Congregati onal Churches of All en and
Beauregard Parishes” was established. The corporation
consi sted of Dry Creek, Barnes Creek, Reeves, LeBlanc
Churches and Canp Pearl .

In April 1955, the church nenbers voted to request
that the "Southwest Louisiana Larger Parish of
Congr egati onal Churches" relinquish the title to the
property at Dry Creek. The request was granted and all
| egal papers were signed. At this tine the church’s
nane was changed to the I ndependent Congregati onal
Chur ch.

During the first years of the church, Bro. Baggett
rode his horse from Reeves to Dry Creek to hold



servi ces once a nonth. He served as pastor from 1933
to 1949. During this tinme when he was unable to hold
the service, other preachers hel ped out. They were
Reverends Branch, Sins, Denm e and Her man Baggett,
Seth's son.

In 1949 Reverend Lowel | Baggett, Seth's son, was
cal l ed as pastor.

In 1953, Reverend U A Doiron cane as a full-tine
pastor. The church did not have a parsonage at this
time, and M. & Ms. Jay MIler offered their honme for
himto live in.

Land was | eased and a building was purchased for a
parsonage in 1954. The church voted to authorize the
board to borrow the necessary noney from M. Ed
McFatter. The building was renovated and t he pastor
and his famly noved in. Rev. Doiron resigned in
Novenber of that year.

In January 1955 Reverend Richard (Dickie) Reeves
was call ed to pastor the church.

In 1956, Rev. Preston Simons becane the pastor.
He and his famly noved into the parsonage and becane a
part of the community.

I n Decenber 1956, during the regul ar business
neeting, 2 resolutions were adopted. One was to accept
t he proposed constitution of the newy forned
corporation known as Bible Conferences and M ssions, a
non-profit corporation organi zed under the |laws of the
State of Louisiana for the purpose of training, examning
and supporting Bible Mssionaries and to elect to becone
a nenber of the organi zation by conplying with the
requi renents contained in the charter of the said Bible
Conference and M ssions. The second resol ution was
that two people would be elected to be delegates to the
council of Bible Conferences and Mssions and to fully
and irrevocably represent the Dry Creek | ndependent
Congregati onal Church in all matters coning before the
council of that Organi zation along with the pastor of
the said church who shall serve as ex-officio nenber,
and that such officers shall continue to serve in such
capacity until their successors shal



have been el ected and qualified by the said Dry Creek
| ndependent Congregational Church. Helen McWirter and
John Barrett were el ected.

In 1964 the church acquired property fromthe
School Board to build the present church. The school
honme econom cs buil di ng was renovated and the pastor,
Rev. Preston Simmons and his famly noved in and set up
housekeeping. The first service held in our present
church was January 16, 1966.

In 1975 Don Barrett, a young man who had grown up
in our church dedicated his life to the full tine
mnistry of CGod' s work.

In 1976 the Sunday School roons were added to our
bui | di ng.

In 1980 Rev. Preston Simons, the pastor for 25
years, offered his resignation due to health reasons.

I n August 1980, Reverend Jerry Sheffield was called
as pastor. Rev. Sheffield was pastor for 7 years.

In January 1988, Reverend Janes "Jini' Etheredge was
call ed and was the pastor until July 1990.

I n Septenber 1990, Reverend Don Barrett returned to
his home church to becone the pastor. He was the
pastor until Decenber 1992.

I n August 1993, Rev. Doug Livingston, who is a son of
nmi ssionaries, became the pastor. He was the pastor
until Decenber 1994.

In June 1995, Reverend M ke Lowe came to the church
as the pastor. He was with us until February 1996.

In 1996, Luke Leichty becane the pastor. He and
his famly were with us until------- :

During the times through the years that we have
been wi t hout pastors, we have had different interim
pastors. Some of the ones that we have had are:
Reverends U. A. Doiron, Mark Land and Bob Connor.



Church Board

deacg)rrl; gfialrrllo?l tI ﬁlr’ eet: hter Lj:shtuege(::sh. bolanro{ hceorllsaitset E:}Ld94(z)f' st \ﬁle
duti es were conbi ned and the nane was changed to
the Board of Elders, conposed of five nen.
Deacons
J. H Spears 1933, 1934, 1937-1940, 1944
Qus Cole 1933, 1934, 1937, 1941-1943
W E. Barrett 1938
Eugene Col e 1939-1943
Tom Wl son 1944
Trustees
LI oyd Il es 1933, 1934, 1944
Nel son Green 1933, 1934
Levi Robertson 1933, 1934, 1941, 1942
Eugene Col e 1937, 1938
Tom W1 son 1934-1942
W E. Barrett 1937, 1939-1941
M D. Heard 1938-1940, 1942
Jay M Il er 1944

John Barrett 1944



Board of Elders

Jay M| ler 1949, 1952
Paul McWhirter 1949, 1954-1961
Jesse Wl son 1949, 1951-1955, 1957-1958,
1962, 1963, 1968, 1969
Leonard Spears 1949, 1951-1955, 1957- 1960,
1962- 1970

M D. Heard 1949, 1951, 1953, 1956-1958, 1960,
1961, 1963, 1964

Eugene Col e 1951

Tom W1l son 1951-1953, 1956, 1960, 1961, 1967-
1969, 1971, 1972

Nel son Green 1952, 1955
O A (Red) Andrews 1954, 1955, 1959
John Barrett 1954-1956, 1960-1970

Lut her Spears 1957-1959, 1961-1966,
1969, 1970, 1973, 1974

Mat t hew Tate 1959

Jimy Barrett 1962, 1965-1967, 1970, 1973-1979, 1983
A an Col e 1964-1967

M. Steele 1968

L. D. Spears 1970-1986, 1988-present

Terry Barrett 1971-1972

Phil Simmons 1971-1988, 1991, 1992, 1995- present
Wayne Green 1971, 1972, 1983-present

Conrad Green 1973-1974

Ri cky Dyer 1975



Wade M| ler 1975-1978, 1980, 1982
Billy Barrett 1976-1978

Keith Andrews 1979, 1980

Henry Hebert 1979-1983, 1987-1990
Bob Smth 1981, 1982

Lynn Burnett 1985-1987

John Mosl ey 1989-1991

Scott Loftin 1992-present

Greg Spears 1993

Pastors

Set h Baggett 1933-1949
Lowel | Baggett 1949-1953
U A Doiron 1953- 1955

Ri chard (D ckie) Reeves 1955-1956
Preston Si nmons 1956- 1980
Jerry Sheffield 1980-1987
Ji m Et heridge 1988-1990
Don Barrett 1990-1992
Doug Livingston 1993-1994
M ke Lowe 1995- 1996

Luke Leichty 1996-2001
Sam Bur chard 2001- present
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